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bracted  within  narrow limits   by his   blindness.    The
heavier part of the duties had been transferred to others,
first to Weckherlin, then to Philip Meadows, and lastly
to   Andrew Marvel.     The more confidential diplomacy
Thurloe reserved for his own cabinet.    But Milton con-
tinued up to the last to be occasionally called upon for a
Latin epistle. On September 3,1658, passed away the mas-
ter-mind which had hitherto compelled the jarring elements
in the nation to co-exist together, and chaos was let loose.
Milton retained  and exercised  his  secretaryship under
Richard Protector, and even under the restored Parlia-
ment.    His latest Latin letter is of date May 16, 1659.
He is entirely outside all the combinations and complica-
tions  which  filed  the latter half of that year,^ after
Richard's retirement in May.    It is little use writing to
foreign potentates now, for, with one man's life, England
has fallen from fcer lead in Europe, and is gravitating
towards the catholic and reactionary powers, France 01
Spain.    Milton, though he knows nothing more than one
of the public, " only what it appears to us without doors,"
he  says,  will  yet write  about it.    The habit of pam-
phleteering was on Mm, and he will write what no one
will care to read.    The stiff-necked commonwealth men,
with their doctrinaire republicanism, were standing out
for their constitutional ideas, blind to the fact that the
royalists were all  the while  undenrdning the ground
beneath the feet alike of Presbyterian and Independent,
Parliament and army.    The Greeks  of Constantinople
denouncing the Azymite, when Mohammed II. was forming
MB lines round the doomed city, were not more infatuated
than these pedantic commonwealth men with their parlia,
mentmanism when Charles II. was at Calais.

Not less inopportune than the public men of the party,state pensioner,
